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For an academic partner such as 
the Ecole d'Urbanisme de Paris, the 
urbanHIST programme found its 
rhythm through the meetings or-
ganized at the beneficiary Univer-
sities. It is also that it began to build 
a common culture among its mem-
bers. It is important that interperso-
nal relations were constituted. We 
look forward to the Košice meeting 
in October 2018.

The last two meetings in Karls-
krona and Valladolid also allowed 
everyone to present their work, 
through their hypothesis. This has 
shown that most presentations are 
highly consistent, but the method 
often needs to be clarified. This 
point needs to be reinforced.

The contribution of the EUP in this 
programme is that of the library 
Poëte and Sellier. It joins important 
documentary funds on the Euro-
pean urbanism of the first half of 
the 20th century from the Library 
of the Institute of Urban Planning of 
the University of Paris (1919 - 1968) 
but also of the Library of Henri Sel-
lier (1883 - 1943), the socialist leader 
of urban planning in the Parisian 
Region between the two world 
wars and the secretary of the Inter-
national Union of Cities. This library 
exists at the EUP-Paris-Est Univer-
sity which will be the working en-
vironment for students seconded 
in Paris. But the Parisian team also 
wants to make the link between 
urbanHIST, the French contributi-
ons to European urban planning in 
the 20th century and the urbanistic 
movement itself, or the scientific 
and critical approaches develo-
ped by the academic community 
in this country. The contribution 
in Valladolid "Urban or urban his-
tory in France in the 20th century" 
presented some great French aut-
hors (Marcel Poëte, Pierre Lavedan, 
Fernand Braudel, Françoise Choay, 
Marcel Roncayolo, Roger-Henri 
Guerrand, Jean-Louis Cohen...) in 
the movement of ideas of a century 
considered in its totality.

Laurent Coudroy de Lille
Ecole d’urbanisme de Paris-UPE

Interview about 
Training Activities 
in urbanHIST
Do not miss our interview with Ma-
rina Jiménez, main contact person 
for ESRs concerning coordinating 
training activities who has told 
us more about the training work 
package
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1st urbanHIST Annual Report
The Essential First Year Review

Currently, a comprehensive Euro-
pean history of urbanism, which 
addresses common topics and the 
establishment of methodological 
standards, is only starting to consti-
tute itself and a pan-European his-
tory of urbanism in the 20th century 
has not yet been writ ten. Even 
though it is essentially a shared his-

tory, full of mutual influence, it has 
only been perceived and presented 
fragmentarily until now. This matter 
of fact basically represents the ori-
gin of urbanHIST, a European Joint 
Doctorate funded by the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 
innovation programme under the 
Marie Sklodowska-Curie actions.

urbanHIST considers the history of 
urbanism in the 20th century to be 
a common European history, which 
must be cooperatively written. The 
research project uses works of ex-
perienced academics and the inno-
vative energy of younger professi-
onals  and e x p er t s  of  s e le c te d 
non-academic institutions to ac-
cess an important chapter of sha-
red European history and to esta-
blish the basis for a differentiated, 
reflexive urbanism in the future.

This research project is funded 
from 1 October 2016 until 30 Sep-
tember 2020. Four benef iciaries 
and 12 partner organisations coo-
perate very closely to achieve the 

objectives set. urbanHIST imple-
ments not only research within 15 
individual research projects by 15 
recruited researchers, but also an 
ambitious training programme to 
ensure a broad knowledge on a sci-
entific level as well as on transfera-
ble skills. A number of dissemina-
t ion and outreach ac t iv i t ies  is 
realised and regular network mee-
tings and international conferences 
are organised. 

For more detailed information, 
please read the 1st urbanHIST an-
nual report in the attachment of 
this newsletter.

Christiane Kramer
urbanHIST Project Manager

Photo by Thomas Müller

The history of urbanism is lagging behind the actual 
Europeanisation of the continent. Thus, much of the 
European continent has been overlooked and the 
last two decades of the 20th century are only slowly 
becoming the subject of research.

Photo by Thomas Müller

In this issue we are introducing 
the first two partner organizations 
involved in urbanHIST - 
CIVA Foundation (Belgium) and 
Stadtmuseum Dresden (Germany)

Introducing the 
First Two Partner 
Organizations

https://www.urbanhist.eu/
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PAST ACTIVITIES
APRIL 2018
• NWWW III meeting (NetworkWide 
Workshop Week III), Valladolid, Spain
• Introducing new urbanHIST PM and 
LC BUW - Dr. rer. nat. Christiane Kramer
• Publication of urbanHIST newsletter 5

APRIL - JULY 2018
• urbanHIST local training events at 
BUW:
- PhD. Colloquium, presentations 
on research progress by the ESRs 
Aliaksandr Shuba, Azmah Arzmi, 
Federico Camerin, Noel Manzano and 
individual consultations
- Seminar series "Aspects of the history 
of European urbanism in the 20th 
century" conducted by ESRs Agnès 
Dudych, Andreea Blaga, Federico 
Camerin and Noel Manzano, in the 
end oral and written exams were 
supervised and marked by the ESRs 
- individual workshops for ESRs by the 
Bauhaus Research School (academic 
writing and presenting, teaching, 
effective strategies for publishing in 
English, how to proofread your own 
works)
- language courses German
- teambuilding activities
• urbanHIST local training events at 
UVa:
- Urban History: INTER-DISCIPLINARY 
OPENING UP. Some specific actions:
- NEW TECHNOLOGIES APPLIED TO 
THE ANALYSIS OF URBAN EVOLUTION 
(Seminar with experts in TICs and 
urban history researcher): Adam 
Górka, Noel Manzano, Federico Came-
rin / Eduardo Carazo, Enrique Rodrigo 
& Mónica Martínez, Óscar Cosido
- Progress in urbanHIST UVa ESRs’ 
research projects, with two specific 
joint and open sessions for the presen-
tation of progress in each urbanHIST-
UVa thesis projects (15 and 26 June): 
Helene Bihlmaier, Ondřej Jirásek, 
Jovana Vukčević, Andrea Gimeno
- Joint training session given by prof. 
Luis Santos y Ganges and Javier 
Pérez Gil: "Bibliographic resources 
and searches in databases" (28 May) 
& "Databases of History, Sources and 
Archives" (11 June)
- Individual training and consultations
- Spanish language course: Helene 
Bihlmaier, Ondřej Jirásek, Jovana 
Vukčević
• urbanHIST local training events at 
UPJŠ:
- PhD. Colloquium, presentations on 
research progress by the ESRs Azmah 
Arzmi, Elvira Khairulina, Aliaksandr 
Shuba, Susanna Weddige
- Individual training and consultations: 
“Researching Contemporary History 
I (Periodisation, Methods, Problems)“, 
“Researching Contemporary History II 
(20th Century Slovakia in 20th Century 
Europe)”, based on the PhD study 
programme
- Open lecture  "Politics and Public 
Space in Slovakia between 1938 and 
1945: The example of Prešov" (lecturer 
– Assoc. Prof.Martin Pekár)
- PhD. Networking workshop in 
cooperation with the Institute of 
Construction and Architecture SAS 
including guided city tour of Bratislava 
(Henrieta Moravčíková, Michal Janák)
- networking and interdisciplinary 
opportunites (specialised training 
offered at the Institute of Geography, 

reports and news
urbanHIST 
Calendar

Outdoor  Open Lecture in Prešov
A unique opportunity to get familiar 
with the rich history of Prešov for all 
new seconded ESRs was our open 

lecture, which was kindly offered by 
our local director and, at the same 
time, the head of History Department 

at the Faculty of Arts, UPJŠ – Assoc. 
Prof. Martin Pekár, PhD. This lecture 
was a good opportunity to learn 

more about Slovak history, enjoy out-
door activities and visit a new city.
Our tour started from the main rail-
way/bus station and moved to the 
Prešovská kalvária that is a Baroque 
complex on a hill within the western 
edge of the city. The place offers an 
incredible observation point for the 
historical center and main housing 
estate districts of the 20th century. 
After an overview of the main spots 
for that day, we walked through the 
20th century social houses from Slo-
vak state and Communism time to 
the historical part of the city. After, 
our special attention was paid to the 
landmarks located in the historical 
center of Prešov and nearby, such as 
the Court of Justice by the architect 
Emil Belluš, the Slovak National Bank 
and the offices of the Agricultural 
Mutual Treasury, the modernistic ar-
chitecture of the Communist time 
and many other distinguishable pla-
ces of interest of the 20th century 
history. 

The walk was followed by many ad-
ditional explanations and interesting 
discussions of different aspects con-
cerning the past of Prešov. That day 
was a compelling insight into the 
history of Prešov and Slovakia in the 
European context. 

Aliaksandr Shuba
Early Stage ResearcherPhoto by Zuzana Tokárová

Visit at Slovak Academy of Sciences
in Bratislava

On Monday, 28th May 2018, four 
urbanHIST ESRs (Susanna Weddi-
ge, Aliaksandr Shuba, Elvira Khai-
rullina, Azmah Arzmi) with the 
UPJŠ as their second university 
visited the Slovak Academy of Sci-
ences in Bratislava for consultati-
ons with Prof. Dr. Ing. Arch. Hen-
r ieta  M oravčíková.  Professor 
Moravčíková is the Head of the 
Department of Architecture at the 
Institute of Construction and Ar-
chitecture of the Slovak Academy 
of Sciences. We met Professor 
Moravčíková at her office and had 

individual consultation with her 
about our projects. She was very 
helpful, and gave us a stack of 
books, journals and documents, 
which were related with our pro-
jects. We met Mgr. Peter Szalay, 
another member of the Scientific 
Board at the Institute, who sho-
wed us the archives where we 
spent a few hours researching and 
scanning books. We also managed 
to visit the library on the ground 
floor and found some useful re-
sources for our research. Later on, 
we were scheduled to meet Michal 

Janák, one of Prof Moravčíková’s 
PhD students at the Faculty of Ar-
chitecture who willingly showed 
us around the important housing 
estates in Bratislava that were 
built throughout the 20th century 
and gave us an overview of the 
history and context of socialist 
housing projec ts  in  the c i t y. 
Among the places we visited were 
Februárka, Ružinov and Medzi Jar-
kami. The next day I had scheduled 
a  v i s i t  w i t h  Pe t e r  S z a l a y  t o 
Petržalka, one of the most infa-
mous and largest socialist housing 

estates in Europe. We met at the 
Old City, walked to the highway 
onto the UFO Bridge which liter-
ally rips apart the urban fabric of 
the city and did a short, two-hour 
tour around the housing complex 
of Petržalka that was closer to the 
edge of the river. Overall it was a 
good trip and we had a pleasant 
and productive time meeting our 
fellow colleagues and researchers 
at the Slovak Academy of Sciences. 

Azmah Arzmi
Early Stage Researcher

Photo by Susanna Weddige Photo by Susanna Weddige

https://www.facebook.com/urbanHIST/
https://twitter.com/urbanHIST_H2020
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Faculty of Science, UPJŠ for and also 
by ESR Elvira Khairulina)
- Slovak language course (individu-
ally), Academic Writing in English 
Course (continually for UPJŠ ESRs 
seconded at beneficiary universities)
- strengthening intercultural compe-
tencies and communication, calling 
attention to cultural similarities and 
differences
• urbanHIST local training events at 
BTH:
- PhD. Course Planning Theory
- PhD. Colloquium: Adam Górka, Mar-
celo Sagot Better, Ksenija Krsmanovic
- Individual training and courses: 
Information search, Research metho-
dology and Ethics in research
- Individual consultations

APRIL - SEPTEMBER 2018
• 6-month secondment at the second 
university for all ESRs within the dou-
ble degree scheme

PRESENT AND 
FUTURE ACTIVITIES
JULY 2018
• urbanHIST participation at the IPHS 
Yokohama 2018 Conference “Looking 
at the World History of Planning” 
(14 - 19 July). Panel proposal: “The 
Formation of Planning Historiography 
Patterns in European and International 
Writings (19th-20th c.)”. Participants: AB 
Member Eliana Perotti (panel submis-
sion); LD UVa María Castrillo, ESRs: 
Helene Bihlmaier, Susanna Weddige 
(papers)
• Publication of urbanHIST newsletter 6

JULY - AUGUST 2018
• Preparation of urbanHIST Midterm 
Report and Midterm Review Meeting

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2018
• urbanHIST participation at the EAUH 
Rome 2018 Conference "Urban Rene-
wal and Resilience. Cities in Compa-
rative Perspective” (29 August – 1 
September). Session proposals: (LD) 
Martin Pekár: "Old and New Industrial 
Cities: Rise, Fall and Resurgence in a 
Global Perspective"; (supervisor) Petr 
Roubal and (PD) Max Welch Guerra:
“A parallel story? Urban Renewal in 
East and West”. ESRs participants: 
Azmah Arzmi, Federico Camerin, 
Ksenija Krsmanovic, Agnès Dudych, 
Aliaksandr Shuba, Marcelo Sagot Bet-
ter, Ondřej Jirásek, Jovana Vukčević 
(with some of their supervisors)

SEPTEMBER 2018
• urbanHIST local training events and 
PhD. Colloquia for seconded resear-
chers at individual beneficiaries
- UVa: HISTORY AND THE URBAN 
CONDITION: Ph.D. Seminar between 
two University Research Institutes: 
Instituto Universitario de Urbanística 
and Instituto Universitario de Historia 
Simancas (“Encounters I+I”)

OCTOBER 2018
• NWWW IV meeting (NetworkWide 
Workshop Week IV), Košice, Slovakia 
(1 - 5 October)
• Mid-Term Dissertation Examination 
at UPJŠ for ESRs Agnès Dudych, Jovana 
Vukčević and Adam Górka (1 October, 
based on the study programme)
• Young urban(HIST) conference - His-
tory of European Urbanism in the 20th 
Century - Distinctive and Common 
Themes (2 October)
• Midterm Review Meeting (4 - 5 
October)
• Publication of urbanHIST newsletter 7

Teaching Course at Bauhaus-Universität 
Weimar - An Insightful Experience
In April, ESR secondments at our 
second university started. An-
dreea Blaga, Noel Manzano, Fede-

rico Camerin and I moved to Wei-
mar where we will stay until the 
end of September. Our second 

university should give us the op-
portunity to teach local students, 
so already in January we had star-

ted to organise the seminar which 
is composed of six three-hour ses-
sions. 

Our students are English master 
students in European urban stu-
dies and advanced urbanism, they 
have a broad range of interests 
and are coming from all over the 
word. According to our field of re-
search we decided to provide 
them with an overview of 20th 
century European housing poli-
cies, each course having a focus on 
a country or region. Thus our semi-
nar Housing and Urban Policies in 
Europe during the 20th Century 
presented case studies from Italy, 
Spain, France, Slovakia, Sweden 
and Romania.  The course was 
composed of two parts, first we 
presented the subject, and then 
we wanted the students to be 
more active, therefore for each 
course they had to read some arti-
cles, two of them prepared a pre-
sentation and then we tried to 
discuss the main points.

For all of us it was the first time 
we had to teach and lead a class 
during three hours. Without any 
knowledge on teaching this expe-
rience learned us how to prepare 
a course, manage students and 
get them involved (even if it was 
not always successful). Neverthe-
less, it was with pleasure that we 
discovered a new part of academic 
duties, and we would be very hap-
py to do it again.

Agnès Dudych 
Early Stage ResearcherPhoto by Agnès Dudych 

Photo by Susanna Weddige 

Researching the beginning of town 
planning at the end of the 19th cen-
tury in the geographical region of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire means 
going to Vienna. Even though the 
morphology of this town is an im-
portant study object itself, the main 
reason for my trip was to visit the Vi-
enna Technical University Archives 
(TUWA), located in the TU’s main buil-
ding at Karlsplatz. Besides storing the 
administrative and scientific legacy 
of the university since its foundation 
in 1815, TUWA holds the bequest of 
the architect, town planner and theo-
retician Camillo Sitte (1843 – 1903) as 
well as of his father Franz and his son 
Siegfried, who had been working in 
the same field.

I am particularly interested in the 
practical town planning works of 
Camillo Sitte, mainly in Bohemia and 
Moravia (with Ostrau/Ostrava as the 
biggest project). Many documents of 
this hardly known part of Sittes’ prac-
tice have been published in 2014 in 
the sixth volume of the Camillo Sitte 
Gesamtausgabe [Complete Edition 
of Camillo Sitte’s Oevre]. But trying to 
read his correspondence and looking 
at the original sketches and drawings 
is an essential part of my work as a 
historian. My preliminary communi-
cation with the head of the archives, 
Dr. Paulus Ebner, helped a lot to cla-
rify my expectations concerning the 

material needed. During my visit, he 
suggested even more sources than I 
asked for, which are highly relevant for 
my field of research.

I left the TUWA not only with lots 
of ideas and new questions, but also 
focused on Camillo Sitte. A deeper in-

sight into the work of his contempo-
raries felt mandatory and an excellent 
way to pursue this aim was visiting 
the Otto Wagner exhibition at Wien 
Museum, since he won one of two 
first prizes in the competition of the 
General Regulation Plan for Vienna 

and was responsible for its Metro-
politan Railway [Stadtbahn]. Thus, in 
the 1890s, he had the opportunity to 
shape Vienna in a way we still experi-
ence it today.

Susanna Weddige
Early Stage Researcher

Individual Research Activities in Vienna

https://www.urbanhist.eu/
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CIVA Foundation 

Several activities are organized 
indoor and outdoor : exhibitions, 
conferences, discussions and de-
bates, educational activities, work-
shops, etc.

The CIVA Foundation is structured 
in four scientific divisions: «Modern 
Architecture Departement», «Con-
temporary Architecture Departe-
ment», «Gardens, Landscapes and 
Urban Ecosystems Departement» 
and «Education Departement».

In Modern Architecture depart-
ment, we treasure several hundred 
archives fonds issued by architects 
from the premises of modernism 

to postmodernism, covering an ar-
tistic timeline stretching from the 
19th century to the eighties.  We 
take care of Belgian architects and 
urbanists archives such as Victor 
Bourgeois, Louis-Herman De Ko-
ninck, Jean-Jules Eggerickx, Paul 
Hamesse, Henry Van De Velde, Huib 
Hoste, Renaat Bream and Victor 
Horta. Our collection is composed 
by a large variety of documents : ar-
chitectural plans, drawings, maps, 
models, written archives as spe-
cifications and correspondences, 
pieces of furniture and design, au-
diovisual and audio archives. One 

treasure is the collection Akarova, 
an avant-garde artist and dancer 
who worked with the designer 
Marcel-Louis Baugnet. She left us 
dozens of original costumes, pho-
tographies and stage sets. Our col-
lections also include thousands of 
original photographies, such as 
Willy Kessels archives fonds. He’s 
one of the first architecture photo-
grapher and mainly worked from 
interwar period. In addition to ar-
chives, we keep major old and re-
cent books collections, magazines 
and documentation files, all availa-
ble at our specialized library.

Each academic year, we welcome 
and supervise several students, 
researchers and archivist trainees 
who work in our collections. De-
pending on the academic formati-
on of each applicant, we lead them 
on a suitable internship. They learn 
how to deal with archives fonds: 
research, archivist treatment, art 
preservation and restoration, va-

lorization, … According to their 
specialization degree, they work in 
collaboration of our archivists team 
in a detailed project. It can be focu-
sed on specific archivist treatments, 
architecture or urbanism topics and 
personalities, or practical case-
studies in restoration or exhibition 
fields. Because of the size of our 
collection, they often have access 
to unpublished sources to develop 
their own research topics. In return, 
they help us along with the preser-
vation of our archives.

Our scientific department also or-
ganizes temporary exhibitions held 
in CIVA or elsewhere. Each year, we 
highlight different scientific pro-
blematics or new discoveries in our 
collections. These subjects often 
deal with Brussels urbanism and 
architecture topics. We currently 
hold «(Re)compose the city», an 
exhibition focusing on North-South 
railway connection and its impact 
on the city development, turning 

Brussels into the capital of Belgium. 
Based on unbuilt projects issued 
from our archives, the exhibition 
puts these major urban transfor-
mations in context, leading to new 
points of view on this controversial 
thematic. Besides our exhibitions, 
we hold weekly debates and discus-
sions of ideas linked to our cultural 
programmation.

These events take place in our 
own exhibition rooms in CIVA but 
also in partner institutions such as 
the new KANAL – Centre Pompidou 
which opened a few weeks ago in 
the former Citroën building desig-
ned by Alexis Dumont and Marcel 
Van Goethem in 1933. In a few 
years, CIVA will join KANAL – Cen-
tre Pompidou in this extraordinary 
building which will be fully-renova-
ted to welcome exhibitions, historic 
archives and art collections.

Manon Kempinaire
CIVA Foundation

 Photo by Thomas Ost 

The CIVA Foundation is a cultural center dedica-
ted to architecture and landscape architecture 
in Belgium, with a specific emphasis on Brussels. 
Our collections are open to a broad public made 
of students, researchers, professionals and en-
thusiasts. 

 Photo by Thomas Ost 

 Photo by Thomas Ost 

 Photo by Thomas Ost 

https://www.facebook.com/urbanHIST/
https://twitter.com/urbanHIST_H2020
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The origins of the Dresden City Mu-
seum go back to the association Ver-
ein für Geschichte und Topographie 
Dresden, founded in 1869. In 1891 
the Dresden City Museum was offici-
ally opened. Due to the destruction 
of World War II it was housed in the 
town hall from 1950 to 1965, be-
fore it found its present domicile in 
1966 in the rebuilt so-called County 
House. That building was designed 
by the Saxon court architect Friedrich 
August Krubsacius (1718 – 1789) 
between 1770 and 1775 as a "state 
and tax administration building" for 
the Saxonian estates. It is characte-
rized by a combination of stylistic 
elements dating from late Baroque, 
Rococo and - for the first time in Dres-
den - early Classicism.

Today, the Dresden City Museum is 
a guardian of Dresden's material cul-
ture, but it is also a place for Dresden 
citizens to find out more about their 
own historical roots. The permanent 
exhibition on Dresden’s 800-year-old 
history presents over 1,000 exhibits in 
four halls covering 1,400 square metres. 
More than 20 media stations and many 
educational attractions provide various 
opportunities to engage with the his-
tory of Dresden. The museum presents 
regular temporary exhibitions about 
the culture, architecture, economy and 
everyday life of the former royal resi-
dential city and current capital city of 
the state of Saxony. 

The themes of architecture and urban 
planning are represented in all sections 

of the permanent exhibition finalized 
in 2006. Examples worthy of mention 
here are the large models of the city as 
well as plans and veduta, for example, 
by Canaletto. But also included are 
culverts indicating the expansion of 
the city’s infrastructure. These diverse 
items demonstrate the development 
of the city above all from the 13th to 
the 19th centuries and are shown along 
with industrial products, guild-related 
objects, busts and other exhibits illus-
trating the city’s overall development. 
An extensive presentation on show 
until 2010 was devoted to the “gene-
sis, impact and reconstruction” of Our 
Lady’s Church. That church building, 
located in city centre, was destroyed by 
devastating air attacks, along with large 
parts of the inner city. As it was of great 
symbolic value for the city, an associa-
tion was formed immediately after the 
political turnaround in 1990 to initiate 
and implement the reconstruction with 
the help of financial donations.

Currently one section of the exhibi-
tion is being reworked and will be de-
voted particularly to architecture and 
urban planning in Dresden. The main 
focus will be the development of Dres-
den from 1945 to today, presented pri-
marily using architectural models and 
beamer presentations. Here the so-
called Cultural Palace will demonstrate 
the shift from an orientation around 
Stalinist ‘gingerbread’ style and urban 
planning accommodating huge mili-
tary parades, to the later turn to indus-
trialized building. The first designs for 

the centrally located Palace date back 
to the late 1940s; it was finally construc-
ted in 1968/69. This example will also 
be used to address the theme of art for 
buildings, given that the Culture Palace 
has a several metre high mural entitled 
Der Weg der roten Fahne (The Path of 
the Red Flag). After the political turna-
bout, there was a controversial debate 
about preserving or not preserving 
that mural. Another important theme 
for Dresden is the industrialized, pre-
cast concrete mode of building. With 
the so-called WBS 70 (Wohnungsbau-
serie 70, apartment building series), a 
widely implemented system involving 
prefabricated slabs was developed at 
the local university. The large residen-
tial complex Dresden-Gorbitz (1980s) 
was an example of its use. The parallel 
reconstruction of historical buildings, 
some with modern extension, is illus-
trated by models and images of the 
Semper Opera House. Further develop-
ments after 1989/99 include the recon-
struction of Our Lady’s Church and the 
Neumarkt square surrounding it. Also 
on show are different – implemented 
and rejected – projects for new buil-
dings, such as the Glass Factory for VW 
by Gunter Henn (1999 - 2002) and the 
modern art gallery, Kunsthalle, by Frank 
Stella (1990), which failed to get beyond 
the design stage. A 3D visualisation of 
the City Planning Office will highlight 
the latest building projects in the city.

Above and beyond the permanent 
exhibition, regular special exhibitions 
continue to be devoted to architecture. 

On the occasion of the re-opening of 
the Culture Palace in 2017, after recon-
struction and refurbishment work, the 
complex history of the building was the 
theme. In 2019 the subject will be “Dres-
den Modernism? Architecture and 
Urban Planning 1919 to 1939”; there 
are plans for a special exhibition on “In-
dustrialized Building” (Plattenbau) for 

2021/22. This will incorporate prelimi-
nary work done from January to March 
2018 in the framework of urbanHIST by 
the ESRs Azmah Arzmi and Elvira Khai-
rullina, and may well be continued in 
2019 by the ESR Federico Camerin.

Caudia Quiring
Stadtmuseum Dresden 

The Dresden City Museum (Stadtmuseum Dresden) is a part of a network of 
museums: The "Museums of the City of Dresden" include the Dresden Mu-
nicipal Gallery and Art Collection, the Dresden Museum of Technology and 
Industry (Technische Sammlungen), the Kunsthaus Dresden, the Leonhardi 
Museum Dresden, the Carl Maria von Weber Museum, the Kraszewski Mu-
seum, the Kügelgenhaus - Museum of Romanticism, the Palitzsch Museum, 
the Schiller Pavilion and the City Museum.

The City Museum Dresden and 
Its Presentation of Architecture 
and Townplanning

Permanent Exhibition, Aerial Picture | Photo by Thomas Eisenhuth 

Special Exhibition “Frauenkirche” (Our Lady’s Church), 2005 – 2010 | Photo by Franz Zadniček Special Exhibition “Kulturpalast” (Palace of Culture), 2017 | Photo by Franz Zadniček

Permanent Exhibition, Model of the City around 1760 | Photo by Franz Zadniček

https://www.urbanhist.eu/
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Interview with UVa Local Coordinator Marina Jiménez

interview

URBANHIST NEWSLETTER: Dear 
Marina, can you describe what 
the content of the training work 
package is and what objectives it 
follows?

MARINA: According to our Grant 
Agreement and EU philosophy, at 
the centre of the doctoral training 
programme are 7 qualification 
tracks, which are crucial for incre-
asing ESRs´ intersectoral employa-
bility (Tab. 1).

Each track is divided into key 
competencies (KC) and individual 
training (IT).  While the attendance 
of workshops aiming at training KC 

is obligatory for all ESRs, IT are op-
tional offers. ESRs can choose from 
IT options according to their indi-
vidual interest and needs primarily 
coupled with local trainings offe-
red at the hosting institution (e.g. 
research school, language school, 
career service, computer centre).

URBANHIST NEWSLETTER: Which 
training activities serve to achieve 
these objectives?

MARINA: The Network Wide Work-
shop Week (NWWW) Meetings, de-
veloped each 6 months at the host 
institutions, are the moment where 

most of the training activities take 
place, concentrated on KC tracks, 
which are the central part of the 
global training programme of the 
urbanHIST project. Only the Lan-
guage Qualification Track is con-

tinuous, at each beneficiary insti-
tution, independently of NWWW. 
The NWWWs are programmed as 
specific weeks for the joint and fa-
ce-to-face training of our ESR. Last 
April we held the third NWWW in 
Valladolid/UVa. The first or Kick-off 
meeting was in Weimar/BUW (May 
2017), and the second in Karlskro-
na/BTH (October 2017). Next Octo-
ber we have the fourth, joined with 
the Young urban(H)IST Conference, 
in Košice.

URBANHIST NEWSLETTER: Which 
activities have already been im-
plemented and how did the host 
institutions and the partner orga-
nizations participate?

MARINA: The different activities/
tracks that compose the NWWW 
programme in some way are plan-
ned with a strategic distribution 
along the development of the pro-
cess of ESRs training and research. 
As GA says “The content and timing 
of the NWWW is adapted to the 
overall milestone structure of the 
programme”. In this sense, by now 
we have implemented mostly Sen-
sitizing and Software tracks, and 
several of the rest. Specific atten-
tion should be put into the Field-
Related tracks, as they are directly 
related to the content of this pro-
ject. If the rest of the tracks is given 
by external experts in each subject, 
the FRTs are carefully prepared by 
the four local directors (LD) of the 
project in a sequence that they 
think is the most convenient for 
the research as a whole. By now 
the guiding titles in this field have 
been Writing the History of Euro-
pean Urbanism in the 20th Cen-
tury: an Interdisciplinary, Paneuro-
pean Project – the Programmatic 
Approach of urbanHIST (NWWW 
I); Understanding of the history of 
urbanism in the 20th century from 
a European Perspective & Theories 
of Urbanism in the 20th Century –
some reflections (NWWW II); and 
The City and its History: a “Cross-
road” Object of Study” (NWWW III).

The partner organizations partici-
pate actively in these meetings. The 
schedule always incorporates time 
so that they can present some per-

spectives about the work in their 
research centres, Academic and 
Non-Academic. Until now, CIVA, 
ArkDes, COAM, UPEC, Politecnico 
di Milano, Stadtmuseum Dresden 
have done different expositions of 
their approach to the project.

URBANHIST NEWSLETTER: What 
role do external experts play in the 
training work package?

MARINA: External experts play a 
significant role in the NWWWs, as 
members of the Advisory Board, 
and in an explicit way as lecturers, 
too. Until now, the AB members, 
Alvaro Sevilla Buitrago, Peter Lark-
ham and Eliana Perotti, have each 
given a lecture during NWWWs 
on diverse topics of the History of 
the 20th Century European Urba-
nism. Besides, for the periodical 
Webinars – also each 6 months in 
between the NWWWs - other exter-
nal expert researchers are invited 
by the beneficiaries to offer their 
contributions. BUW organized the 
first, with the participation of Petr 
Roubal. The second was organized 
by UPJŠ with Henrieta Moravčíková 
as a guest lecturer, and BTH will be 
the next responsible in the follo-
wing September.

URBANHIST NEWSLET TER: Are 
the training activities focused so-
lely on research or also on other 
skills? What types of competencies 
should be developed within the in-
dividual training activities?

MARINA: In fact, I think that in one 
aspect or another, all the activities 
developed by the programme are 
parts of the training. In that sense, 
host institutions and partners par-
ticipate throughout all programme 
and not only for the NWWWs. In an 
explicit way, all the ESRs are enrol-
led in two doctoral programmes, 
one provided by the University 
which he or she belongs to as an 
employee, the other by that in 
which the ESR does one of their se-
condments. Since they also have 
to do other two secondments in 
our partner organizations, these 
institutions offer them different 
possibilities of training according 

Marina Jiménez, Local coordinator at Universidad 
de Valladolid and the main contact person for 
Early Stage Researchers concerning coordinating 
training activities has told us more about the trai-
ning work package and training activities in 
urbanHIST.

Training Activities in urbanHIST

1. Sensitizing Track (ST) sensitizing ESRs for central issues related to delicate to-
pics & self-awareness

2. Field-Related Track (FRT) educating & preparing ESRs for research on 20th century 
European urbanism

3. Academic Qualification Track (AQT) preparing ESRs for a career in the academic sector

4. Non-Academic Qualification Track (NAQT) preparing ESRs for a career in the non-academic sector

5. Transferrable Skills Track (TST) nurturing abilities or expertise which ESRs may use in a 
variety of intersec. roles; complementing AQT & NAQT

6. Language Qualification Track (LQT) fostering ESRs employability, intercultural compatibility 
& promoting unique profile

7. Software Track (SWT) equipping ESRs with basic & specialized software nee-
ded in the academic & non-academic sector

Table 1: Qualification tracks

Marina Jiménez | Photo by Ana I. Jiménez 

https://www.facebook.com/urbanHIST/
https://twitter.com/urbanHIST_H2020
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to their fields of research in the 
History of European Urbanism, be-
sides all what the ESRs do for their 
specific research interests.

URBANHIST NEWSLETTER: How 
do you evaluate the current imple-
mentation process? What are the 
strengths and weaknesses of trai-
ning activities with the benefit of 
hindsight?

MARINA: The training programme 
is really rich and complex. It's true 
that some activities and tracks 
more than others have more me-
aning and impact on the deve-
lopment of fellows as academic 
researchers, at least regarding 
their specific investigation. Diffe-
rent contacts with the consortium 
members and monitoring surveys 
prove it. It’s normal. In any case, I 
feel all the programme was desig-
ned for the ESRs whole formation. 
Most of ESRs have not probably de-
fined their future careers, so they 
might not be conscious yet that all 
the aspects of training can contri-
bute to a better integral formation.

URBANHIST NEWSLETTER:  What 
does managing the training work 
package mean for you personally? 
Are there specific requirements for 
you within the administration of 
training activities?

MARINA: Despite the training 
complexity, since its activities are 
clearly defined in the GA, my speci-
fic management concerns the fact 
that the programme is not exces-
sively complex. I, with the rest of 
Local Coordinators (LC) and in close 
collaboration with our correspon-
ding Local Director, organize the 

semestrial agenda of each universi-
ty regarding the urbanHIST project, 
and also monitor the accomplish-
ment of the tracks and other topics 
along the successive NWWWs. In 
accordance with the NWWW time-
table, the LC and LD from the host 
university look for external profes-
sionals and researchers to assign 
the thematic tracks. In this way, the 
constellation of people involved is 
most diverse and wider.
Since I am an urbanism resear-
cher and belong to the academic 
world, too, this project is really ex-
citing, working side by side with 
people from very different back-
grounds and cultural contexts. For 
the same reason I must admit that 
sometimes the administration of 
training activities, at least in its 
most bureaucratic part, is not so 
much gratifying as the academic 
and research part. However, I think 
that my specific profile is useful in 
the management of training pac-
kage, since I have already known 
the complex university framework 
in its academic aspects. The feed-
back interaction is constant and 
enriching and of course this adven-
ture is helping me to know much 
more about that and also other fa-
cets and mechanism of university 
world! 

URBANHIST NEWSLETTER: Thank 
you Marina for your time and for 
sharing information about training 
activities with us. We wish you a lot 
of success in finding the most ef-
fective mode of implementing the 
training activities in the urbanHIST 
project.

Interviewed by Zuzana Tokárová
urbanHIST Newsletter Editor

Photo by Thomas Müller

Photo by Ksenija Krsmanovič 
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We Introduce

MARCELO SAGOT BETTER
Many people consider Marcelo an Italian 
sounding name, typically pronounced 
like “mahr-CHEL-lo”; yet, as I was born in 
Costa Rica, I prefer the straightforward 
Latin-American pronunciation. The 
name works as a diminutive of Mars 
(god of war) and the Latin word for 
hammer. Since I do not consider myself 
a “little warrior” maybe it will be better, 
also for the purpose of this newsletter 
article, just to introduce myself as some-
one who loves tools. I use my free time 

to renovate second-hand bikes and 
sometimes I also enjoy woodworking 
and programming.  Spending time on 
my hobbies motivated me to question 
how the same instruments we use end 
up shaping us.

The tools we use to build our environment 
became my motivation to enroll in architec-
ture, aiming at a better understanding of the 
impact this technology has on our cities and 
society. My dissertation is focused on a simi-
lar phenomena, the panoptic and the map - 

the relation between monitoring space and 
its impact on the cartographic experience - 
mediated by tools and new ICT that register 
and archive environmental data.

Furthermore, after living and appreciating 
similar urban backgrounds in cities of Poland, 
the Czech Republic or in the former GDR, I 
directed my interest towards European ur-
banism. Through my master’s degree, I had 
the opportunity to implement research for 
urban development in Wrocław and my in-
terest became a passion for exploring urban 

history into further extent and its impact on 
present days. This led me to pursue a Ph.D. 
and join the urbanHIST programme; this 
time from the perspective of technologies, 
materials and constructing techniques dri-
ven by 100 years of reforming capitalism. I 
am excited for this outstanding opportunity 
to combine both interests in history and ur-
banism from a European perspective. 

Marcelo Sagot Better 
Early Stage Researcher

The study of these historical plan-
ning processes points at larger is-
sues of restructuring production to 
develop the ‘capitalist city’ (Hod-
kinson, 2012) or controlling con-
sumption according to ‘the plan 
of capital’ (Tafuri, 1969). The main 

hypothesis of my research project 
is to approach housing as the first 
part of a larger economic structure 
of power, a reproducible element 
that conceptually embodies the 
primary unit of the major “produc-
tion line” of the city (Tafuri, 1968). 

As conventional history canonizes 
the building and its author, the re-
percussions of the incorporation 
of technologies in the relations of 
householding and new building ap-
proaches remain as a milieu to explo-
re from a historical perspective. The 
adoption of new materials together 
with a novel approach to produc-
tion, coupled with the priority over 
an occupant-driven design and typi-
fication schemes, led to the industri-
alization of housing in all its compo-
nents. This phenomenon needs to be 
evaluated beyond the foundations 
of the avant-garde experience, as 
analyzing the means planners have 
picked up technologies in attempts 
to project organized spaces over 

unplanned ones may still reveal new 
connections in the long-term narra-
tive of planning (Hein, 2017). There-
fore, my proposed research project 
focuses on the investigation of capi-
talism as an economy of power and 
its impact on housing, through an 
historical overview of the building 
technologies, technical approaches 
and householding reforms that were 
introduced during housing exhibiti-
ons across the European continent. 

My research approach will be fo-
cused on developing a theoretical 
framework and a case study me-
thodology that focuses on specific 
housing exhibitions and the com-
plex political, social and economic 
circumstances that motivated them. 
The historical analysis is pointing at 
several segments of the century: 
Deutscher Werkbund and the series 
of transnational urban housing exhi-
bitions organized across central and 
Eastern Europe, from 1907 to 1932. 
These proposals were the result of 
an interwar period that demanded 
immediate housing solutions like 
the case of WuWA in Wroclaw, 1929. 
The rise of nationalist ideals in some 
countries led to a focus on the local 
industry and aligned housing exhi-
bitions to the views of the leading 
political movement, an example 
of this type of large housing deve-
lopment as a statement of political 
power is Quartiere Triennale 8 in 
Milano, 1933. The post-war period 
that defined a new wave of housing 
exhibitions, characterized by sub-
stantial efforts of reconstruction 
and an increasing rhetoric against 
the modernist principles of mass 
housing is the exhibition Interbau in 
Berlin, 1957. Another selected case 
for historical scrutiny is ‘Documenta 

Urbana’ (Kassel, 1982), that switched 
to urban renewal and implemented 
building technologies to counteract 
the post-fordist development type 
of housing that have led to urban 
sprawling and low-rise neighbour-
hoods. Lastly, the research offers 
a more contemporary discussion 
through the scrutiny of the exhibi-
tion ‘Bo01 City of Tomorrow’ held in 
Malmö in 2001. Moving forward to 
the introduction of technologies into 
the dwell in order to address urgent 
needs in sustainability and resilience.

Every single one of the above-
mentioned cases features the phy-
sical development of 1:1 examples 
that reflect on the connection 
between capitalism and urbanism. 
Nevertheless, the final hypothesis 
of my research is oriented to high-
light a particular dilemma of this 
relation. As these exhibitions are a 
platform to advocate for technolo-
gy as the agent of material progress, 
the incorporation of technical solu-
tions from the industry could also 
be interpreted as a means to break, 
or deeply modify, the shackles of 
the capitalist-worker relation. This 
is an interrogation that origins as 
the consequence of a ceaseless 
pursuit for fast and efficient, thus 
cheaper, housing development 
coupled with the transformation 
of the dwelling according to an 
always-evolving form of life. These 
changes were not intended to be 
catalysers to liberate the working 
class; however, they were firstly 
exposed and verified through the 
conceptual figure of the housing 
exhibition.

Marcelo Sagot Better 
Early Stage Researcher

A Joint History of Housing Exhibitions and 
the Development of Capitalism during 
the Second Half of the 20th Century

Photo by Max Welch Guerra

Architectural floor plan of the WUWA No. 7. Multi-family house designed by the architect Adolf Rading, Breslau 1929. A breach to connect the 
individual apartments and provide common circulation | Source: Archiwum budowlane, Muzeum Architektury we Wrocławiu

The development of urbanism followed dif-
ferent agendas over the 20th century, some 
regimes across the European continent 
sought to apply planning, architecture and 
building processes to develop the capitalist 
model. 

Urbanism in Europe in the 20th Century – 
- A Hundred Years Reforming Capitalism

https://www.facebook.com/urbanHIST/
https://twitter.com/urbanHIST_H2020
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Photo by Agnès Dudych

We Introduce

JOVANA VUKČEVIĆ 
Born and raised in sunny Montenegro, 
I spent most of my childhood and early 
adulthood years working as a – journa-
list and TV presenter! At the age of 19, 
I moved to Nice to study finance and 
ever since I keep combining the passi-
on for meeting brilliant people around 
the world with countless inspiring pro-
jects and thrilling adventures. I believe 
that is why my academic pathway looks 
much like a 19th century travelogue – 
I studied and worked in Montenegro, 

France, Czech Republic, Germany, Slo-
vakia, Spain… And still counting! 

Curious and exuberant, I went from 
being an asset manager in Antibes 
to young historian in the urbanHIST, 
and loved every step of this incredible 
journey. My friends tell that I am an 
unconditional wanderlust, insatiable 
overachiever and the laziest worka-
holic they know. I have a passion for 
Lebanese kitchen, French Riviera, Rus-
sian avant-garde and Arabian horses, 

so when I am not writing, editing or 
reviewing you can find me in a fine art 
museum, best local hummus place or 
the nearby equestrian centre. If not, try 
the beach.

I firmly believe I am on my way to be-
come a world-class expert in running 
through the airports and I probably 
hold a record for the longest e-mail 
ever written – as I once wrote what was 
supposed to be a brief update about 
my new life in urbanHIST - of precisely 

5 477 words.  Addicted to living in a 
suitcase, I am good at storytelling and 
bad in compromising, and the books I 
recommend everyone are “Everything 
Was Forever until It Was No More”, “Pre-
dictably Irrational” and “On Heroes and 
Tombs”. I fall for witty people, coconut 
ice-cream, overpriced shoes, sandy 
beaches and French structuralism.

Jovana Vukčević 
Early Stage Researcher

Difficult Heritage as a Commodity: 
Re-Thinking Urban and Memory 
Changes in Post-Socialist Eastern Europe
“We speak so much of memory because 
there is so little of it left”, argued the French 
scholar Pierre Nora in his monumental “ Li-
eux de mémoire” in 1989 (Nora, 1993).
Indeed, over the last several deca-
des, the Europe has been turning 
into a “memoryland” (Macdonald, 
2013) with lot of the scholarly work, 
from variety of disciplines, em-
ploying number of concepts related 
to memory to address and evaluate 
the past, the present and the future 
of the continent, in reference to its 
spatial, temporal, economic, politi-
cal and most of the other possible 
and imaginable dynamics. It is thus 
impossible to speak of history of 
urbanisation of Europe throughout 
the XXth century without exploring 
the ways in which memory symbo-
lically occupies the space and the 
changing forms of production and 
institutionalisation of urban me-
mory landscapes.

Most scholars agree that memory 
plays a significant role in transmit-
ting and legitimising political and 
social messages (McDowel, 2008) 
and that the artefacts from the past 
occupy a crucial place in the main-
tenance, construction and reforma-
tion of the contemporary cultural 
identities (Rampley, 2012). Thus, one 
cannot speak of memory places wit-
hout acknowledging the role urban 
planning and architecture play in 
showcasing, erasing, restoring and 
rewriting history to frame new ideo-
logical and social needs. Symbolic 
spaces are, undoubtedly, some of 
the most significant dwellers of the 
urban landscape and most of the 
political and identity re-structura-
tion in history required substantial 
redefinition of public spaces (Kipp-
hof, 2007). Number of evidence 
from post-socialist years in Europe, 
including demolition of buildings, 
misplacing the objects, replacing 
monument and re-branding insti-
tutions testify of the magnitude of 

the phenomena. Public space is, al-
most without exception, a tool for 
legitimation of contemporary poli-
tical agenda, and as such it displays 
and reflects history and memory 
that correspond to the ideological 
framework of the time. When this 
framework changes, it is most of the 
time call to re-shape public space, 
redefine symbols and assign new 
meanings to objects, monuments 
and artefacts which remain.

The late XXth century transformed 
ideological, social, cultural and ur-
ban capital of Europe. This abrupt 
paradigm shift was followed by sub-
stantial re-configuration of urban 
collective memories and heritage si-
tes, especially in relation to the “un-
comfortable” heritage of socialism, 
which was increasingly re-branded 
to accommodate new tourism dyna-
mics and reflect new identity frame-
works (Banaszkiewicz, Graburn & 
Owsianowska, 2017). In the process, 
new forms of urban memory work 
appeared, characterised by increa-
sing commercialisation, historical 
detachment, participatory practi-
ces, leisure and entertainment in-
dustry. The main aim of my research 
project would be to comprehend 
these new commercial mechanisms 
for “doing” history and the ways in 
which they re-shape mnemonic and 
urban landscape of contemporary 
Europe. It seeks to analyse the resi-
lience of urban structures in relation 
to the politics of the past in the post-
socialist cities, using commodifica-
tion of “difficult” heritage as a lens 
through which the disruption of 
relationship between place and me-
mory can be seized. Thus, I attempt 
to identify commercial heritage pat-
terns and  provide a comprehensive 
account of different social, political 

and economic purposes the com-
modification processes are required 
to fulfil (to remember? to forget? to 
ensure financial sustainability? to 
change the meaning of the public 
space? to provide a sense making 
dialogue with the past?).

In the dissertation, I address com-
modification of memory and heri-
tage of socialism as a contemporary 
negotiation between the process of 
reconstruction of national identity 
(mostly requiring political discrimi-
nation of socialism – “nothing good 
to remember ”) and commercial 
potential arising from the tourist 
valorisation of socialist lieux de mé-
moire. The aim is to suggest a new 
framework for studying the institu-
tionalisation of legacies of dictator-
ships and understand how tourism 
and economics reshape the „diffi-
cult” heritage sites and narratives. 

In order to do so, the dissertation 
will address variety of commercial 
solutions for institutionalising “dif-
ficult” memory of socialism in Eu-
rope, where the use of marketable 
brush served as a vehicle to both 
retrieve and depart from the con-
tested historical narratives. Analy-
sing the examples from Germany 
(Checkpoint Charlie, DDR museum), 
Slovakia (Radio building), Romania 
(House of People), former Yugosla-
via (Tito’s Blue Train, Mamula, Ja-
dran) and Hungary (House of terror, 
Memento Park), the thesis aims to 
provide a comprehensive account of 
the (convergent?) public memory/
public space dynamics in late-XX-
century European cities.

Using mostly the critical discourse 
analysis, ethnographic observations 
and interviews with memory dwel-
lers, the dissertation addresses ur-

ban context, cultural and political 
references, actors and modes of 
commodification that allow tracing 
how the heritage narratives related 
to these particular memory sites 
have been socially (re)constructed. 
Questioning how the „uneasy‟ past 
was acknowledged and embed-
ded into the official memory and 
heritage institutions and tourism 
practices, study examines the chan-
ging relation towards the legacies 
of dictatorships on the global level, 
inviting us to rethink the economic 
models of the things past. Analysis 
of these processes should contribu-
te to  better understanding of the 
new mnemonic and urban strate-
gies for making sense of unwanted, 
repressed or contested past in Eu-
ropean cities.

Jovana Vukčević 
Early Stage Researcher

Commercial tourism at the Checkpoint Charlie, one of the major landmarks of the Cold War in Berlin Photo | Photo by Jovana Vukčević 
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Secondment in Weimar
Blog by Andreea Blaga
Early Stage Researcher

Already my first weeks in Weimar 
have passed and I have to admit 
that I adapted very fast to the new 
place. This secondment marks the 
beginning of my so-called “23-kg 
challenge” which means that I have 
decided to leave all my belongings 
in Karlskrona and at home and to 
travel with only one checked-in 
luggage. So far, so good I can say. 
Apart from getting to know the new 
place, I received numerous oppor-
tunities to step-by-step pursue my 
research goals.

Training Activities
I applied for some courses given by 
the Bauhaus Research School for 
the PhD students enrolled at the 
university. The first course that I 
started is called “Academic writing 
in English” and it is composed of 
four sessions. Together with ano-
ther ESR, Agnès Dudych, I have 
completed the workshop. The first 
day started with a presentation 
round and like this we got to know 
a couple of other PhD students from 
other departments. After that, Mr. 
Lauterbach introduced us to the 
basic principles of written commu-
nication in English. During the first 
part we learned how to structure 
the thesis, and which are the key 
elements that should be taken into 
account when writing the introduc-
tion or the abstract. We received 
different handouts and exercise 
sheets where all the information 
was clearly structured, and we had 
to discuss both in smaller and lar-
ger groups. The main topics of the 
exercises were totally different from 
our research fields. Like this we did 
not focus on the content per se but 

on the message the writer was in-
tending to transmit. Despite that, 
we also worked with our own texts 
and by the end of the second work-
shop, Mr. Lauterbach promised to 
have an individual discussion with 
every course participant.

Among further workshops offered 
by Bauhaus Research School one 
could find:
• Academic Writing – Effective Stra-
tegies for Publishing in English - 
Part 1 & 2
• Speed Reading - Eine Anleitung 
zur Steigerung der Lesegeschwin-
digkeit
• How to proofread your own works 
- Part 1 & 2
• Scientific presentation - Wissen-
schaftliches Präsentieren

Library Introduction
Ms. Schröder guided us through 
the university’s library and ex-
plained us their rules. We started 
the tour in the new building, die 
Neubaubibliothek, and then we 
continued to the second buil-
ding, the so-called “Limona”. We 
were curious to find out why it was 
called like that because “Limona” 
makes you immediately think of a 
lemonade. The librarian explained 
to us that the building was built in 
1875 as a brewery which later was 
transformed into a lemonade bot-
tling factory and then later con-
verted one more time. Nowadays 
it is the library of the Faculties of 

Media and Art and Design. Listed 
as a protected monument, the 
“Limona” stands in contrast to the 
functional architectural language 
of the Neubaubibliothek which 
was inaugurated in 2005. 

The new building will be our 
main library as most of the lite-
rature about urban planning can 
be found there. The tour ended 
with a presentation in the com-

puter room where Ms. Schröder 
introduced us the online library 
catalogue and the databases that 
we can access via Bauhaus-Univer-
sität’s portal.

Seminar
At the beginning of the year, the 
BUW Local Coordinator asked us 

Photo by Andreea Blaga

Photo by Andreea Blaga

Photo by Andreea BlagaPhoto by Andreea Blaga

Photo by Andreea Blaga
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to prepare an outline for a semi-
nar that we would give. After we 
moved to Weimar, the four of us 
gathered together and we dis-
cussed the content of each lecture 
and we decided upon the exami-
nation criteria and the literature. 
None of us had prepared a course 
description before. We called the 
seminar “Housing and Urban Po-
licies in Europe During the 20th 
Century” and it will comprise five 
lectures. On 30 April 2018 we had 
our f irst meeting with the stu-
dents. BUW Local Coordinator also 
joined the beginning of the semi-
nar and introduced the urbanHIST 
framework to the students and 
then we started to present each 
other. After that, we asked the stu-
dents to briefly tell us about their 
background and the expectations 
they would have regarding the 
seminar. Lastly, we presented the 
examination criteria and we distri-
buted the students in groups. The 
idea was to ask them to write a re-
view of one of the lectures and to 
make a presentation about one of 
the topics that we would introduce 
in the first part of the seminar.
30/04 Introduction
28/05 Italian Urbanism after World 
War II (Federico Camerin)
04/06 A Socialist Way for Housing 
Policy. The Example of Romania 
and Czechoslovakia. (Andreea 
Blaga, Agnes Dudych)
11/06 The Swedish “Million Pro-
gramme” (Andreea Blaga)
18/06 The Evolution of Urban Plan-
ning in Spain and the Spontaneous 
Development of Popular Housing 
Neighborhoods (Noel Manzano)
25/06 A Century of Housing Po-

licies in France (Agnes Dudych, 
Noel Manzano)

“Ringvorlesungen”
Mondays from 17:00 to 18:30 the so-
called “Ringvorlesungen” take place. 
The first one that we attended was 
given by Prof. Dr. Max Welch Guerra 
together with Dr. Julia Gamberini - “A 
center of modernism in the 20th cen-
tury: Bauhaus in Germany. Origins, 
Influences, and Development”.

During the next session, Dr. Julia 
Gamberini discussed about “Bau-
haus and the modernization of Des-
sau”. Agnès and I were inspired by 
the presentations and we decided 
to give a lecture as well. On the 28th 
of May we had the opportunity to 
present the lecture that we called 
“Modernism under Socialism. The 
example of Sweden and Czechoslo-
vakia”. 

Parallel with these lectures, the Fa-
culty of Arts is also organizing lectu-
res on Tuesdays within the umbrella 
“Identität und Erbe” (Identity and 
Heritage). I participated in the first 
one called “Fausts Heimstatt – Die 
Gegenwart des Gedankengebäu-
des”. The guest lecturer Dr.Tino Ma-
ger from TU Delft discussed about 
the idea of “authenticity” which he 
considers the key concept of post-
modernity. Furthermore, he intro-
duced the concept as an ideal of our 
everyday life and further linked it to 
restoration processes and other ar-
chitectural transformations. 

Our advisory board member, Ma-
riusz Czepczyński, also came to 
Weimar and talked about “Heritage 
Resurrection”. Photo by Andreea Blaga

Photo by Andreea Blaga

Photo by Andreea Blaga

Photo by Andreea Blaga

Photo by Andreea Blaga

https://www.urbanhist.eu/
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Former Military Spaces into Civilian Use - International 
Workshop: Arqueología y Urbanismo
The event “Taller Internacional de Ur-
banismo: Arqueología y Urbanismo”, 
in English “International Workshop of 
Urbanism: Archeology and Urbanism”, 
took place between 24-28 April 2018 
at the University “Universidad Castilla 
y La Mancha” campus in Toledo, an 
ancient Weapons Factory turned into 
civil use.

The workshop was organized by prof. 
José Maria de Ureña, including the ar-
chitects from the Universities “Roma 
Tre” and “La Sapienza” of Rome (Italy), 
“Universidad Castilla y La Mancha” 
and “UVa” of Valladolid. The students, 
followed through an interdisciplinary 
programme, focused on the proposal 
to rethink on a part of the city of Toledo 
(83.459 inhabitants), called “Vega Baja”. 

This area has been an urban and 
suburban space during Roman and 

Medieval period (through Visigoth and 
Arabic domination) which meant the 
existence of elements that now appear 
in the form of archaeological remains. 
Later, since the 18th century, this zone 
has been influenced by the realization 
of a military installation, the Weapons 
Factory, changing the Roman and me-
dieval order, also including a space for 
the protection of the Weapons Facto-
ry: this area constitutes a zone where 
nowadays the edification is prohibited. 
Eventually, during the XX century Vega 
Baja saw the development of a number 
of residential areas built on its edges, 
especially in its North and East bor-
ders. At the end of the century, once 
Weapons Factory ceased its military 
activity, some urban equipment was 
installed (Ministry of Development 
and University). Also, a great space 

nowadays is being used as a car par-
king area for residents and especially 
people who work in the historic center 
or want to temporarily access it.

So the 4-day workshop focused on 
rethinking this strategic part of the city, 
not well connected to the Historic Cen-
tre. Among the activities that took pla-
ce in order to make the students reflect 
on historical and emerging issues and 
topics of the territorial and contem-
porary Toledo’s transformations, prof. 
José Maria de Ureña successfully orga-
nized conferences by experts from dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds. Among 
them, Federico Camerin participated 
with a lecture on the treatment of 
former military sites in the Italian me-
dium-size city of Piacenza, as both to 
report the fieldwork done by the Early 
Stage Researcher during the month of 

November 2017, and to compare the si-
tuation of former military installations 
in Toledo and in Piacenza.

For more information on the interna-
tional workshop: http://eventos.uclm.

es/17333/programme/taller-interna-
cional-de-urbanismo_-arqueologia-
y-urbanismo.html

Federico Camerin
Early Stage Researcher

Toledo (Spain) / April 24 - 28, 2018

Mesto a dejiny [The City and His-
tory] is a printed peer-reviewed 
scientific journal of the Depart-
ment of History (Faculty of Arts, 
Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in 
Košice), which is focusing mainly 
on the urban history. The journal 
was established in 2012 and from 
the very beginning it was open 
for cooperation within the wider 
scholar community. The seven 
printed volumes include 82 arti-
cles from the field of urban his-
tory, addressing topics ranging 

from ancient Rome and Con-
stantinople to post-war Kraków. 
The authorship of the journal 
is international; 40 authors out 
of 87 who were published in 
the journal are foreign authors, 
which represents 46 %. Thanks 
to a rigorous evaluation process, 
international cooperation and its 
modern design, the journal has, 
in a short time, become a respec-
ted institution. The journal is now 
a standard by which both resear-
chers and other, more establis-

hed journals aim to achieve. Each 
submitted paper is evaluated by 
two peer reviewers, utilizing an 
anonymous process of evalua-
tion. The journal Mesto a dejiny 
was registered by the European 
Association for Urban History, 
which designated it as one of 
their recommended journals for 
urban history. Now the journal is 
indexed in the databases Web of 
Science (ESCI), Scopus and ERIH 
PLUS. The establishing, mana-
ging and financing of the journal 

is the task of the Head of the De-
partment of History, Assoc. Prof. 
Martin Pekár, PhD., who with the 
help of other colleagues from 
the Department, is giving this 
journal the future perspective. 
The journal is published with 
the help of scholars from many 
European countries and from 
the USA, even in the position as 
authors or the reviewers. For the 
period of seven years, the journal 
had been published twice a year, 
since 2019 the periodicity is plan-

ning to be changed to four issues 
per year. For the journal there are 
some goals to be achieved and to 
become a journal with the global 
authorship is one of them. There 
is a permanent invitation to sub-
mit a manuscript for the scholars 
from the world's universities with 
an excellent research in the field 
of urban history.

Peter Fedorčák
Managing Editor of the journal 

Department of History, 
FA, UPJŠ in Košice 

The City and History (Journal, Department of History, FA, UPJŠ)

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Urban Infrastructure 
History and the Social Sciences

Between 11-13 June 2018 in Ca' Foscari 
University, Venice, the conference “The 
Fragile City: Creation, Expansion, Col-
lapse and Resilience” dedicated to ur-
ban infrastructure history took place. 
The conference brought together hu-
manists, social scientists, anthropolo-

gists, urban historians, engineers and 
those from other disciplines studying 
urban infrastructure’s past, present, 
and future. The main peculiarity of the 
conference was a strong orientation on 
comparison and sharing ideas about 
urban infrastructure research metho-

dologies and approaches. This was also 
supported by broad scale of urban infra-
structure understanding from service 
infrastructure, residential, open space 
to transport, water and radio waves in-
frastructures (Pic. 1).

One of the main questions was how 
we should understand the role of infra-
structural networks in the historical de-
velopment and daily social, political and 
religious life of cities. This was related to 
different interesting perspectives like 
the problems of the evaluation of infra-
structure implications on society and its 
changing influences on environmental 
quality across the time and places.

The focus on infrastructure cultures 
was also related to this question, which 
gave suggestive insights into the de-
pendence of infrastructure from local 
traditions, way of thinking and percep-
tions of the way people should move 
and infrastructure should be traced in 

the cities. This provoked the idea that 
mainly infrastructure was thought to 
be multifunctional which was not only 
positive aspect, but also led to contro-
versial objectives and negative conse-
quences.

Furthermore, there was preoccupa-
tion about interdependences of the 
urban infrastructures. In relation with 
this there was a discussion about com-
plexity of urban infrastructures and its 
close relation with each other. These 
understandings of interdependences 
were accompanied by the political 
power and control, implicit strategies, 
physical invisibility and invisibility of 
the infrastructures and its graphical re-
presentation, etc.

However, especially interesting for 
me was the section called “Moving 
around” related with the questions of 
transport infrastructure. In this section 
tramway planning in socialist cities was 

presented as an instrument of adapta-
bility and resilience after the post-war 
period. Economic questions, as well as 
political decisions about technological 
development were the main aspects 
which heavily influenced urban mo-
dels. Therefore, one of the main questi-
ons was a political strategy to continue 
with the already existing urban infra-
structure, adapting land use, people 
flow and tramway infrastructure. Along 
with this, social questions were also pre-
sent accompanied by accessibility and 
proximity development. 

Finally, one of the conclusions of the 
conference was related to the impor-
tance of the historical research, which 
could give clues and understanding on 
existing urban infrastructures for better 
future urban interventions.

Elvira Khairullina 
Early Stage Researcher

Venice (Italy) / June 11 - 13, 2018 

Photo by José Luis Lallana Soto

Venice city and its water infrastructure | Photo by Elvira Khairullina 
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This annual report provides an overview on the set up of the main tasks of the European Joint Doctorate urbanHIST. Tasks implemented by the consortium (Tab. 1) during the first year 
are Management including the Recruitment of Researchers, the Scientific Kick-Off as well as Local and Network Wide Training Activities. Besides this, it also reports on Dissemina-
tion and Outreach Activities implemented so far.

Institution Country Status Abbreviation

B1 Bauhaus-Universität Weimar Germany beneficiary BUW

B2 Universidad de Valladolid Spain beneficiary UVA

B3 Univerzita Pavla JozefaŠafárika 
v Košiciach

Slovakia beneficiary UPJŠ

B4 Blekinge Tekniska Högskola Sweden beneficiary BTH

P2 ATRIUM ASSOCIATION Italy Partner organisation ATRIUM

P3 Colegio Oficial de Arquitectos de Madrid Spain Partner organisation COAM

P5 Boverket Sweden Partner organisation Boverket

P6 Universidad Politécnica de Madrid Spain Partner organisation UPM

P7 Université Paris-Est Créteil France Partner organisation UPEC

P8 Center of Social and Psychological 
Sciences at the Slovak Academy of Sciences

Slovakia Partner organisation SAV

P9 Institute of Contemporary History at 
the Czech Academy of Sciences

Czech Republic Partner organisation AV

P10 Politectico di Milano Italy Partner organisation PM

P11 University of Leicester United Kingdom Partner organisation UL

P12 CIVA Foundation Stichting Belgium Partner organisation CIVA

P13 Stadtmuseum Dresden Germany Partner organisation SMD

P14 ArkDes Arkitektur- och 
Designcentrum Skeppsholmen

Sweden Partner organisation ArkDes

 P1 and P4 do not belong to the consortium anymore

Table 1: The urbanHIST ConsortiumManagement 
The management tasks during the 
first six months of urbanHIST were 
(a) setup of management and or-
ganisational structures at the 
institutions of the four beneficia-
ries in close cooperation with the 
12 partner organisations (Table 1), 
(b) the recruitment of Early Sta-
ge Researchers (ESRs) and (c) 
setup of main tools for communi-
cation within the network but also 
for dissemination and outreach.

(a) Installation of Management 
and Organisational Structures

At the institutions of the four be-
neficiaries BUW, UVA, UPJŠ and 
BTH, four Local Coordinators and 
one Project Coordinator were ap-
pointed. In October 2016, the offi-
cial kick-off meeting for the project 
consortium took place at the Bau-
haus-University Weimar. During 
that meeting, the network re-
ceived the latest information 
about guidelines and rules for im-
plementation of the entire project 
and for the recruitment of resear-
chers. In addition, the consortium 
discussed about main principles 
for budget allocation as part of the 
Consortium Agreement to be esta-
blished. Furthermore, a template 
for preparation of individual Cotu-
telle agreements (p. 4) was develo-
ped, and agreed by the beneficia-
ries. This is the basis for individual 
specifications according to institu-
tional requirements for each re-
searcher. Also different manage-
ment levels as well as boards and 
committees were formed (Fig. 1)

The urbanHIST management 
on a local level: This is done by 
the local directors (LDs) and their 
local coordinators (LCs), supported 
by the administrative units at each 
of the four beneficiaries. Local Di-
rectors are in charge of major deci-
sions related to the project at their 
university, act as supervisors for 
ESRs and are in constant exchange 
with each other. Local Coordina-
tors act as the main contact per-
sons for ESRs, are responsible for 
coordinating training activities, 
keep in touch with the administra-
tive units and have regular mee-
tings with the Local Directors and 
the administrative units. 

The urbanHIST management 
on a network wide level: This is 
done by the four LCs led by the 
project coordinator. They are in 

regular exchange in order to dis-
cuss and manage all the important 
issues of urbanHIST including day-
to-day business. In addition, mee-
tings held via skype or WebEx are 
held to ensure the administrative 
and organisational progress of the 
entire project, prepare decisions to 
be taken by the LDs and to keep 
the network team spirit and solida-
rity alive. Outcomes are fixed in 
minutes that are shared with the 
LDs and clearly define tasks, res-
ponsibilities and upcoming dead-
lines. 

The urbanHIST management 
on a project level: This is done by 
the four beneficiaries in close coo-
peration with the partner organi-
sations and an ESR-representative. 
Thus it forms the project supervi-
sory board (SB). This board go-
verns the entire project but also 
has decisive power. The SB is res-
ponsible to monitor the quality of 
the overall progression of the pro-
ject including scientific progress. 

Seven thematic boards/com-
mittees are responsible for moni-
toring and quality control of inte-
gral parts of the project. They 
ensure the quality control of ur-
banHIST. Each board/committee is 
chaired by one of the LDs in com-
pliance with their assigned field of 
management and meetings are 
held during the network meetings.

The Ethics Committee monitors 
compliance with ethics related 
mutual standards and negotiates 
cases of scientific misconduct or 
misbehaviour. Members have sig-
ned a confidentiality statement.

The Supervision Steering Com-
mittee monitors the progress of 
ESRs' research projects, mediates 
between parties in dispute and 
evaluates the biannual quality as-
sessment questionnaire (QAQ). 

The BudgetingCommittee deci-
des about budget allocations and 
monitors the budget and it also 
supports the beneficiaries in pre-
paring the Financial Reports.

The Events Committee organi-
ses and initiates major network-
wide training events and monitors 
local events at each beneficiary 
(e.g. open lecture series).

The Dissemination Committee 
monitors the quality and progress 
of agreed dissemination activities 
of the consortium including the 
ESRs. It establishes contact to the 
public press and scientific publis-
hers.

The Training Committee moni-
tors the quality of the training and 

the compliance within training ac-
tivities (local and network wide). It 
is in constant exchange with the 
ESRs about their necessities.

The Editors Board monitors, 
prepares and surveys the contents 
of the project website (incl. blog 
contributions). It supports to edit 
the urbanHIST Annual Reports but 
also disseminates information re-
lated to the project via Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. Therefore, 
one of the ESR members of this 
board is appointed as Social Media 
Commissioner (SMC).

Besides the boards and commit-
tees four special competencies 
persons  are appointed, which 
have key-functions in ensuring the 
quality management:

The ESR representative elected 
by the ESRs for one year as a 
spokesperson for ESRs concerns 
and requests and officially repre-
sents the ESRs in the Supervisory 
Board. The ESRs representative 

gives regular reports to the Super-
visory Board about ESRs satisfac-
tion within the project and medi-
ates between parties in dispute.

The Confidential Person is a 
contact person for ESRs concerns 
and elected by the ESRs for one 
year out of the female members of 
the consortium. The Confidential 
Person should mediate between 
parties in dispute and gives anony-
mous reports to the persons con-
cerned. She is an associated mem-
b e r  o f  t h e  E t h i c s  a n d  t h e 
Supervision Steering Committee. 
Therefore, the Confidential Person 
signs a confidentiality statement.

The Equal Opportunities Offi-
cer is a consulting member of the 
Supervisory Board and monitors 
compliance with urbanHIST Gen-
der Equality Guide and any other 
equal opportunities related con-
cerns.

The Online Commissioner crea-
tes, launches and maintains the 

project’s website. The Online Com-
missioner establishes the blog sec-
tion and closely cooperates with 
the Editors Board.

Besides the mentioned manage-
ment bodies urbanHIST also has an 
External Expert Advisory Board for-
med by 6 international experts for 
a period of 24 months in order to 
scientifically accompany urban-
HIST. It advises but it has no deci-
sive power. Its main aim is to func-
tion as an institutional bridge and 
to link urbanHIST to the internati-
onal scientific community and vice 
versa. The membership in the Ad-
visory Board is ad honorem.

(b) Recruitment of 15 Early Sta-
ge Researchers 

The announcement of positions 
was launched on different plat-
forms including the EURAXESS 
platform, in scientific networks 
and scientific communities. Insti-
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Position Supervisors ESR Nationality Degree Start

BUW 1.1 1. BUW (Welch Guerra)
2. UPJŠ (Pekár)

Aliaksandr Shuba Belarussian M.A. in Heritage Studies 
(European Humanities University, Vilnius)

12.09.17

BUW 1.2 1. BUW (Welch Guerra)
2. UVA (Castrillo) 

Helene Bihlmaier German M.Sc. in Architecture 
(ETH Zürich, Switzerland)

01.09.17

BUW 2.1 1. BUW (Welch Guerra)
2. UPJŠ (Spurný)

Azmah Arzmi Malaysian M.Sc. in Architecture
(University of Kent, UK)

01.04.17

BUW 2.2 1. BUW (Welch Guerra)
2. BTH (Abarkan)

Marcelo Sagot Better Costa Rican M.Sc. in Spatial Planning; M.Sc. in European Spatial Planning 
(Radboud University, Nijmegen, The Netherlands, Cardiff  University, UK)

01.09.17

UVA 1.1 1. UVA (Castrillo)
2. BUW (Welch Guerra)

Noel Manzano Spanish M.A. in Architecture; M.A. in Sociology 
(Universidad de Valladolid, Spain; Université Paris 8, France)

16.06.17

UVA 1.2 1. UVA (Santos y Ganges)
2. UPJŠ (Hofierka) 

Elvira Khairullina Kazach M.A. in Urban Planning 
(Universidad de Granada, Spain)

27.04.17

UVA 2.1 1. UVA (Alvarez Mora)
2. BUW (Welch Guerra)

Federico Camerin Italian European Master in Planning and Policies for Cities, Environment and Landscape 
(Università iuav di Venezia, Italy)

18.04.17

UVA 2.2 1. UVA (de las Rivas)
2. BTH (Abarkan)

Ksenija Krsmanovic Serbian M.Sc. in Urban Planning and Policy Design
(Politecnico di Milano, Italy)

18.04.17

UPJŠ 1.1 1. UPJŠ (Roubal)
2. BUW (Welch Guerra)

Agnès Dudych French M.A. in Urban Planning 
(Université de Lille, France)

01.04.17

UPJŠ 1.2 1. UPJŠ (Hofierka)
2. BTH (Abarkan)

Adam Górka Polish M.Sc. in Geography
(Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland)

01.04.17

UPJŠ 2.1 1. UPJŠ (Pekár)
2. UVA (Jimenez)

Ondřej Jirásek Czech M.Sc. in Geoinformatics
(Univerzita Palackého v Olomouci, Olomouc, Czech Republic)  

01.09.17

UPJŠ 2.2 1. UPJŠ (Šutaj)
2. UVA (Santos y Ganges)

Jovana Vukčević Montenegrin M.A. in World History; M.A. in Social Sciences
(Charles University Prague, Czech Republic; EHESS Paris, France)  

01.09.17

BTH 1.1 1. BTH (Abarkan)
2. UPJŠ (Pekár)

Susanna Weddige German M.A. in History
(Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, Germany)

01.04.17

BTH 2.1 1. BTH (Abarkan)
2. BUW (Welch Guerra)

Andreea-Christiana Blaga Romanian M.Sc. in Architecture
(“Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and Urbanism, Bucharest, Romania)
M.Sc. in Spatial Planning 
(Blekinge Tekniska Högskola, Karlskrona)

01.04.17

BTH 2.2 1. BTH (Abarkan)
2. UVA (de las Rivas)

Andrea Gimeno Sánchez Spanish M.A. in Advanced Architectural Projects 
(MPAA.,Madrid School of Architecture ETSAM, Spain)

01.04.17

Table 2: urbanHIST Early Stage Researchers

tutional websites and social media 
accounts also have been used. The 
geographical dimension of the an-
nouncements was global and the 
interdisciplinarity  ranged from 
architecture to planning and so-
ciology, but also political sciences 
and history.

For all 15 ESRs positions, the 
four beneficiaries, following the 
European Charter for Researchers 
– Code of Conduct for the Recruit-
ment of Researchers, jointly carried 
out the review of applications, the 
job interviews and the recruitment 
process. Job interviews took place 
at the University in Valladolid/Spain 
(beneficiary 2) in January 2017, 
and in June 2017 at the University 
in Košice/Slovakia (beneficiary 3). 
Corresponding to Annex I there 
are four ESRs recruited at BUW, four 
ESRs recruited at UVa, four ESRs re-
cruited at UPJŠ and three ESRs re-
cruited at BTH. In total, urbanHIST 
employs six male and nine female 
Early Stage Researchers from 13 dif-
ferent countries worldwide (Tab. 2).

ESRs are employed for 36 months 
and are enrolled as PhD students 
at their host institutions and with 
the second supervising university 
according to the national and insti-
tutional regulations. Futhermore, 
ESRs have the status of a doctoral 
student at two universities recei-
ving education and supervision 
from two or more supervisors and 
a double degree will be awarded 
at the end of their doctoral studies.

The individual regulation is done 
in bilateral Cotutelle Agreements 

between the two universities. In 
those Cotutelle Agreements, the 
detailed procedures and arrange-
ments on how the double degree 
will be awarded, on rights and 
duties of the involved institutions 
and researchers as well as on the 
willingness of mutual recognition 
are fixed. Each university ensures 
that the ESR fulfils the respective 
requirements for a doctoral edu-
cation and arranges an appropri-
ate formal status for the doctoral 
student throughout the doctoral 
studies.

For each recruited researcher an 
individual supervision agree-
ment was signed by the resear-
cher and the two supervisors at 
the beginning of the recruitment. 
This agreement fixes the rights 
and duties of the supervised 
ESRs and their supervisors. In the 
agreements, reference is made to 
the respective institutional regu-
lations and agreements.

Additionally, Individual Career 
Development Plans (CDP) were 
developed by ESRs and their 
supervisors within the first 2-3 
months of their recruitment. 
Based on a template, the CDP of 
each researcher is divided into a 
research plan and a professional 
development plan, both compri-
sing concrete short-term (2 years) 
and long-term career objectives 
(5 years) as well as related achieve-
ment strategies/ measures (bro-
ken down into required research 
experience, soft skills, further edu-
cation and professional training). 

Hereby, the urbanHIST training ac-
tivities are considered. The CDP is 
to be reviewed and updated every 
year by the ESRs and their supervi-
sors. If necessary, adjustments are 
made in compliance with the ap-
proval of all involved parties. The 
CDP serves as a tool to decide on 
concrete activities. A biannual in-
dividual progress report by each 
ESR complements the CDP.

(c) Tools for Communication, Dis-
semination and Outreach

The urbanHIST communication 
within the network is realised 
through active communication 
and get-together and via regular 
online-meetings.

The dissemination strategy was 
implemented using different me-
dia. At first, the project logo was 

established and a website inclu-
ding blog-section was setup by an 
online commissioner. Additionally, 
Facebook- and Twitter-accounts 
linked to the website were esta-
blished. Furthermore, a newslet-
ter was conceptualised and the 
first issue was published in April 
2017. It is released regularly every 
3 months and can be found on 
the project’s website. Leaflets and 

Figure 1: Quality Management of urbanHIST | Figure by Sandra Schindlauer

https://www.facebook.com/urbanHIST/
https://twitter.com/urbanHIST_H2020
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Project WP/ESR Topic/Individual research project

WP5.1 Understanding Complexity: Task 1 - The Historiography of European Urbanism in the 20th Century

BUW 1.1 Aliaksandr Shuba A Critical Analysis of Cross-Nationally Oriented Publications in Slavic Languages

BUW 1.2 Helene Bihlmaier A Critical Analysis of Cross-Nationally Oriented Publications in English

WP5.2 Understanding Complexity: Task 2 - Urbanism, Politica and Development Strategies

BUW 2.1 Azmah Arzmi Central Planned Economies and Weak Urban Planning. Explaining a Paradox in the European Countries  of State Socialism

BUW 2.2 Marcelo Sagot Better Urbanism in Europe in the 20th Century. One-Hundred Years of Reforming Capitalism

WP6.1 Hundred Years Expanding Tasks: Urban Issues and the Evolution of 20th Century Urbanism in Europe – Task 1 - Public Infrastructure, 
Social Housing and Evolution of Cities

UVA 1.1 Noel Manzano Housing and Early 20th Century Urbanism in Europe: Sharing Ideas, Models and Practices Beyond Frontiers

UVA 1.2 Elvira Khairullina Contemporary History of Technical Infrastructures in European Cities and in Urban Planning

WP6.2 Hundred Years Expanding Tasks: Task 2 - Urban Issues and the Evolution of 20th Century Urbanism in Europe – Urbanism, Heritage 
and Urban Planning in Europe

UVA 2.1 Federico Camerin Urban Heritage Planning, its Relations to Real-Estate, Economic and Social Models in 20th Century Europe

UVA 2.2 Ksenija Krsmanovic Urbanism and Landscape in the Evolution of Urban Heritage Policies During the 20th Century

WP7.1 The Other Half of Europe: Task 1 - Central Europe Since the Fall of Austro-Hungarian Empire Through Dictatorships of the 20th Century 
to European Union

UPJŠ 1.1 Agnès Dudych Soviet Urban Studies and their Influence on Urbanism in Central Europe

UPJŠ 1.2 Adam Górka Understanding the Morphological Changes in Post-Socialist Cities Using Virtual 3-D City Models

WP7.2 The Other Half of Europe: Task 2 - Urbanism, Architecture and Building of National Identity

UPJŠ 2.1 Ondřej Jirásek ” Small” European Dictatorships in the 1st Half of the 20th Century – the National Principle and its Place in the Public Space

UPJŠ 2.2 Jovana Vukčević Institutionalised Historical Memory and the City

WP8.1 Planning for Growth and Mission: Task 1 - The Establishment of Urbanism as Profession and Discipline

BTH 1.1 Susanna Weddige The Establishment of Urbanism as Profession and Discipline

WP8.2 Planning for Growth and Mission: Task 2 -  Planning for the Growth Society and the Emerge of Sustainability

BTH 2.1 Andreea-Christiana Blaga Planning for Growth and Social Welfare

BTH 2.2 Andrea Gimeno Sánchez Neo-Liberal Planning and Sustainable Urban Development

Table 3: urbanHIST individual research projects Figure 2: Supervision Structure | Figure by UVa

posters giving general information, 
introducing the project’s research 
topics and providing contact data 
were distributed. On local levels, 
urbanHIST was promoted in local 
newspapers, at institutional web-
sites or through talks and inter-
views. 

The Scientific Kick-Off 
The scientific programme of ur-
banHIST is structured in four dis-
tinct work packages (WP5 – WP8), 
which are subdivided into two tasks 
each. The four beneficiaries of ur-
banHIST acting as the host institu-
tions of ESRs have the scientific lead 
for these work packages and ESRs 
individual research projects are em-
bedded (Tab. 3). Briefly,

WP5 is appointed to “Understan-
ding Complexity” and aims to un-
derstand the basic lines of the big 
societal systems of the 20th century 
in Europe, thus state socialism and 
capitalism. Task 1 will determine 
state of the art 20th century Euro-
pean urbanism historiography by 
elaborating a critical review about 
its own history and present. It cre-
ates incentives to achieve a com-
mon methodological standard 
and to strengthen a comprehen-
sive European perspective. Task 
2 will enable to understand one 
of the main historical functions of 
European urbanism since the early 

20th century. It defines and imple-
ments development strategies for 
the whole society, addresses goals 
and methods used by urban poli-
tics and considers the disparity of 
political determinants of urbanism. 
By learning how to study the rela-
tionship between the political sp-
here and urbanism, a professional 
responsibility in academic and non-
academic practice is developed.

WP6 is appointed to “Hundred 
years expanding tasks: Urban 
issues and the evolution of 20th 
century urbanism in Europe” 
to analyse the historical and con-
ceptual origins of urban practice 
in order to discuss the historical 
common base of a specifically Eu-
ropean urbanism in the 20th Cen-
tury. Task 1 boosts the historical 
research among urban problems, 
public action and urbanism, parti-
cularly focussing on housing and 
infrastructure as two crucial fields 
for the construction of contempo-
rary cities. Task 2 researches the 
history of widespread processes 
of heritage resurrection in relation 
to urban policies and planning 
with the focus on recognised va-
lues of existing urban spaces and 
landscapes in European cities. It 
addresses a comparative reading 
along the European countries to 
construct an approach on a Euro-
pean scale.

The research topic of WP7 is de-
signated to “The other half of 

https://www.urbanhist.eu/
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Table 4: Local Training Activities

Institution                Activity

Bauhaus-Universität Weimar (BUW)
May – July 2017      Lecture Series on “Urbanism and Politics: European Planning Cultures in 
                                           the 20th Century”
July 2017                     Teaching in English (at the Bauhaus Research School)
July 2017                     Publishing in English (at the Bauhaus Research School)
July 2017                     Presenting in English (at the Bauhaus Research School)
April – Sep. 2017     Individual Supervision Meetings to Adjust the Training Needs

Universidad de Valladolid (UVA)
April 2017                   Seminar “Urban Voids, Public Spaces. Uses of History and Urban Heritage”
June 2017                   Lecture: “The Capitalist City in the Crosshairs of a Sniper of Urban Studies”; 

                                       Lecture: “Symbolic Aspects in the Transformation of Urban Public Space 
                                       in the 20th Century”

July 2017                     Lecture: The Railroad in Cities: History, Networks and Urbanization; 
                                       Lessons: Bibliographic Research; Heuristics; Principles of Archival Research

September 2017   European Researchers Night in Valladolid

Univerzita Pavla Jozefa Šafárika v Košiciach (UPJŠ)
continually                 Courses from the ECTS Based Study Programme “Slovak History”

                                       Individual Studies and Consultations on Methodology and Methods 
                                       of Historical Science
                                       Lecture Series: Slovak History in the Context of European History I and II

June 2017                  Lectures: Researching Contemporary History (Periodisation, Methods, 
                                       Problems, Approaches) by Martin Pekár, Š. Šutaj and Z. Tokárová
                                         Lecture: Confusion of Languages: A Historian in Linguistic Hell 
                                         by Jaroslav Miller, Palacký University

September 2017   Researcher’s Night – urbanHIST and Department of History

Blekinge Tekniska Högskola Karlskrona (BTH)
June 2017                   Teaching in English (Cooperation with BUW)

                                       Lecture Series on “Urbanism and Politics: European Planning Cultures in 
                                       the 20th Century” (Cooperation with BUW)
                                       Lecture: Urban Confrontations, Democracy and Identity

September 2017    Seminar: “Making Effect”
                                       Study Trips to Lund-Malmo-Copenhagen and to Norrkoping

Table 5: Network Wide Training Activities

Date/Location                                                                          Activity

May 2017 1st Network Meeting in Weimar       Sensitizing Workshop

- Ethics in Science
- Diversity Training
- Intercultural Communication

May 2017 1st Network Meeting in Weimar        Field Related Track

- Understanding the History of Urbanism in 
the 20th Century from a European Perspective
- Historical Research in Present and Future  Urbanism

June 2017 Organised and Held in Weimar 
and Open to the Network                                                   

Webinar

- Guest Lecturer: Petr Roubal, Institute of Contemporary 
History, Czech Academy of Sciences, “Modernist Urban 
Planning under Socialism and its Crisis – the Case of Prague”

Table 6: Dissemination and Outreach activities

Location/Date    Activity

Bauhaus-Universität Weimar (BUW)
November 2016    urbanHIST – Project Kick-off
                                          Contribution at the Faculty’s Website
March 2017              urbanHIST – Research
                                          Contribution at the Faculty’s Website
April 2017                  Poster I urbanHIST about the Project’s Structure 
May 2017                   Leaflets, Sent to the urbanHIST Network for Distribution, Hand-outs 
                                          During the Network Meetings
June 2017                  Journal Article: EU-Forschungsprojekt zu einer europäischen 
                                          Geschichte der Stadt- und Raumplanung im 20. Jahrhundert, 
                                          in Bausubstanz Jahrgang 8/Heft 2 
                                          (ISSN 2190-4278, p. 7,8)
June 2017                  urbanHIST – Webinar

Universidad de Valladolid (UVA)
November 2016    urbanHIST – Project Kick-off
                                          Contribution at the Faculty’s Website
September 2017    12th European Researcher’s Night in Valladolid

Univerzita Pavla Jozefa Šafárika v Košiciach (UPJŠ)
November 2016    urbanHIST – Project Kick-off
                                          Contribution at the Faculty’s Website
March 2017              Report in a Scientific Magazine: “Mesto a dejiny” 2016, Issue 2, p. 100
April 2017                  Dissemination Lecture about urbanHIST by M. Pekár
July 2017                    Corporate Material Produced for urbanHIST and Distribution among 
                                          the Network
September 2017  Promotion Material Produced for Local Communication and 
                                          Dissemination Events (Roll-up, Timetables, Games)
September 2017  European Researcher’s Night - Local Event Including the Local 
                                         urbanHIST Team

Blekinge Tekniska Högskola Karlskrona (BTH)
December 2016    urbanHIST – Project Kick-off
                                          Contribution at the Faculty’s Website
May – Sep. 2017    Posts on the Official BTH Facebook Site

The content of the attachment has been processed by urbanHIST Project 
Manager Christiane Kramer on the basis of the documentation from 

individual members of  urbanHIST project

Europe”. Task 1 aims to provide a 
comparative analysis of the history 
of architecture and urbanism of the 
20th century in central Europe since 
the fall of the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire - through dictatorships to the 
European Union. For this purpose 
the phenomenon of Soviet urban 
planning present in various forms in 
central Europe offers a challenging 
research topic. Task 2 will compara-
tively research on mutual relations-
hips of urbanism, architecture and 
central European national identities 
and considers pan-European back-
ground. It focuses on the analysis 
of interfering national principles as 
ideological basis and the effort to 
analyse and construe the phenome-
non of various strategies of coping 
with its legacy in contemporary Eu-
rope. 

WP8 is assigned to “Planning 
for Growth and Mission” and 
studies the development of urba-
nism according to one of its cen-
tral functions in the 20th century 
which is enabling and promoting 
growth. Task 1 is concentrated 

on the development of urbanism 
itself as an instrument that incor-
porated the potentials of industri-
alisation – rationalisation, Fordis-
tic production and reproduction 
to finally direct and promote the 
growth of economies and states. 
Thus urbanism became a policy 
field and a scientific discipline. 
This growth orientation made a 
significant contribution to the 
expansion of the welfare state all 
over Europe and is addressed in 
Task 2 which also considers the 
pressure to enable sustainable de-
velopment and the contradictory 
requirements of neoliberal urban 
policies.

Local and Network 
Wide Training 
Activities
The training and research activi-
ties started in April 2017. In order 
to ensure the best conditions for 

the research activities, Supervisi-
on Agreements and Career Deve-
lopment Plans were drafted and 
signed between the two supervi-
sors and the ESRs right at the be-
ginning of their employment (see 
also p.4). 

On a local level, ESRs individu-
ally participate in various training 
activities offered at their host in-
stitutions including language 
courses as well as in local confe-
rences and workshops and thus 
broaden their skills and know-
ledge (Tab.4). Regular colloquia 
where ESRs give presentations on 
the progress of their research are 
an important issue at each of the 
four hosting institutions.

Network wide training activities 
include all ESRs of the urbanHIST 
consortium but also students 
from outside the network invited 
to take the opportunity to par-
ticipate. Network wide training 
activities take place during the 
regular network meetings every 
six months. As usual, the network 
meetings include guest lectures, 

supervision meetings between 
the ESRs and their supervisors and 
scientific workshops (Tab. 5). Besi-
des this, training activities include 
different topics: sensitizing tracks, 
f ield related tracks,  academic 
and non-academic qualification 
tracks, transferable skills tracks 
as well as language and software 
tracks. There is flexibility in all 
the tracks due to the needs of the 
ESRs and the project itself. 

The urbanHIST partner organi-
sations actively participate in the 
network meetings and contribute 
to the training programme while 
giving lectures, workshops and 
individual consultations. In ad-
dition, webinars are organised on 
a network wide level, and outside 
the network ESRs participate in 
international scientific conferen-
ces and workshops as part of their 
training programme.

Dissemination 
and Outreach 
Outside the consortium, urban-
HIST is visible through the pro-
jects website including the new-
sletter, the blog section and the 
facebook performance. Additi-
onally scientists and Early Stage 
Researchers contribute in various 
events on a local level at their 
host institutions, e.g. researcher 
nights, science days at universi-
ties, oral and poster presentations 
as well as with radio/TV contribu-
tions and articles in local newspa-
pers (Tab. 6).

Within the international commu-
nity, urbanHIST is visible through 
the participation of the network’s 

scientists and Early Stage Resear-
chers in international conferences 
and workshops but also through 
publications in international sci-
entific journals and magazines.

Besides the four beneficiaries, 
urbanHIST includes 12 partner 
organisations (Tab. 1) that also 
contribute to the dissemination 
of the project. Firstly, they give 
reference to urbanHIST at their 
own websites and through their 
participation in the network mee-
tings; they are up to date on the 
progress of the project and re-
present a link to the international 
scientific community worldwide. 
Especially the non-academic part-
ner organisations ensure a great 
connection to politicians and sta-
keholders. 

Impact
As a multidisciplinary research and 
training programme with four uni-
versities and 12 partner organisa-
tions urbanHIST consists of more 
than 50 researchers and experts 
all over Europe. All of them contri-
bute to the research of European 
history in the 20th century and all 
being part of other networks as 
well. Thus urbanHIST is highly re-
cognised and appreciated in the 
scientific community of urbanists 
in Europe and worldwide. In a stra-
tegic sense it is of highest value on 
an individual level, especially for 
involved ESRs but also for supervi-
sors and other scientists involved. 
Furthermore, urbanHIST contribu-
tes to further Europeanisation of 
the institutions involved and leads 
to further internationalisation of 
study courses and research.


